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correct. There is, I believe, little question here of expense or in-
convenience; the main thing required is a change of heart, We
cannot enter the heaven of swaraj, leaving the untouchables behind.
This objection, however, merely illustrates the saying: "Unwilling
to dance, one finds fault with the courtyard."
Moreover, neither I nor even the Working Committee has the
power to grant exemptions from conditions. The resolution was
passed by the Congress and can be modified by it alone. And I
for one regard the very idea of getting it modified as cowardice.
Again, every condition included in the pledge is a matter of
principle. How can anyone alter principles? The exemption
provided for at the Delhi session relates to the condition of wear-
ing hand-woven cloth produced in one's own district. The Working
Committee c' n permit a district in the Punjab which cannot itself
produce woollen cloth, to import cloth of hand-spun wool from
another district or province. But can anyone grant exemption in
the matter of untouchability or non-violence or in regard to the
question of unity among Hindus, Muslims, Parsis, Christians and
others? Those who really want to enrol themselves as volunteers
and are eager to go to jail can observe all the conditions easily*
Hence, if we get the names of only a few volunteers in Gujarat,
I shall merely conclude that more persons do not want to register
their names, or that most people do not like the manner in which
the movement is being carried on.
But it is far better that people should not register their names
because of lack of faith in the conditions in the pledge than that
they should ignore those conditions and register. Only those who
are prepared to fulfil in toto the conditions of the pledge should
register their names, no matter if their number is small, A few
sincere people may by and by become many. But it will certainly
not benefit us ultimately to have a large number of volunteers who
have enrolled themselves half-heartedly. It is the duty of a work-
man, when a building is under construction, to take regular measure-
ments and check whether it is coming up according to plan.
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 29-1-1922